
The story of Philipp S.

Philipp S. was born in Upper Swabia in 1762. Fleeing economic hardship, he emigrated to Hungary at the age of 
23, like many others. Empress Maria Theresa was the founder of the large settlement in Hungary, Transylvania 
and the Banat. 

In simple boats, known as ‘Ulmer Schachtel’, the emigrants set off on the Danube on this perilous journey into 
an uncertain future.

In 1785, Philipp S. arrived in Fünfkirchen, now known as Pécs in Hungary, with all his worldly possessions, inclu-
ding a donkey.

As a theatre producer and soul-bread-baker, he was able to build a largely fulfilling life.
This small boat and the message in a bottle are intended to commemorate Philipp S.‘s difficult and uncertain 
journey along the Danube route. 

Our big request to anyone who finds this boat and reads this letter:

Just like 240 years ago, this little boat will not reach its destination without YOUR help. 

→ If the boat gets stuck, please return it to the Danube at a suitable location so that it can continue drif-
ting downstream.

→ If the boat has minor damage, it would be great if you could repair it (even if only provisionally).

→ In any case, please send us a message or give us a call so that we can find out what happened to the 
boat and finish writing the story of its journey.

→ Thank you very much for your support. A project like this could never be accomplished alone. We will 
document the journey on our website. If you wish to remain anonymous, we will only mention the loca-
tion where you found the boat and your story.

Contact person in German-speaking countries: 

Edwin Scharff Museum Neu-Ulm:  Email: esm@neu-ulm.de | Tel. 0049 731 7050-2520				  
mobil und SMS: 0049 170 444 62 54 (Ivo Weber)

Contact person in the Hungarian-speaking region: 

Pécs Art Association; Frau Rita Varga: Közelítés Művészeti Egyesület; 
Address: Pécs, 7624 --Szemt István tér 17. | mailto: vargarita8@gmail.com			                  
mobil u. SMS: 00 36 70 291 8125

If you find the boat near Pécs, please do not return it to the Danube, but inform Ms Rita Varga or     bring 
it to her. This would mean that the journey has been successful. 

A project by the Edwin Scharff Museum Neu-Ulm, the Art Association Pécs 
and the artist Ivo Weber .
Curator: Dr Johannes Stahl
Further information: www.ivoweber.de/works/streifzug-neu-ulm
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